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of western Europe, to protect their peasant agriculture from
the effect of low prices, due to the pressure of overseas grain
upon the European grain-markets. Unfortunately economic
conditions remained unfavourable. The low prices of grain
continued to add to the economic difficulties of the newly
settled small holders, and when with the economic depression
after 1929 these prices slumped to lower levels than in any
year since the beginning of the twentieth century, the struggle
of the Danubian peasant to maintain his newly won status on
the land became (outside Russia) perhaps the most bitter and
painful episode of the European agricultural depression.

The agrarian changes in Italy are of a different kind. Res-
triction on immigration has already been referred to as a factor
in the post-War agricultural situation tending to raise new
problems and to add to the economic maladjustments from
which European agriculture had suffered. In no country has
this had more far-reaching effects than in Italy, Since the
Fascist Revolution in 1922 she has pursued an agrarian policy
without doubt one of the most vigorous of Europe. Before the
War the number of Italian emigrants to foreign countries
amounted to as much as 300,000 in a year, a large proportion
of these going to the United States of America. But with the
new immigration laws of the United States and other countries
the foreign outlet for her surplus population was reduced to a
mere fraction of its former size and she was forced to find means
of expansion at home.

In 1925 Italy initiated the 'battle of the grain5, an energetic
campaign to extend her wheat production, and in 1928 a com-
prehensive scheme of agrarian improvement (bonificazione inte-
grak] including extensive schemes of land reclamation and
settlement. An expenditure of no less than seven milliard lire
was proposed for this vast work, to be spread over a period of
fourteen years. It included drainage, irrigation, road construc-
tion, mountain improvement and terracing*, the reclamation
of the Roman Campagna, and the provision and equipment of
a great number of small holdings. No one who passed through
Italy in the tenth year of the Fascist regime could fail to notice